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GOODY PEASE OF SALEM TOWN
by Elaine K, Pease

Sarah Pease of Salem Town, Massachusetts, was accused of witchcraft in
1692, Although little is known of Sarah personally, study of public documents
of the time and family histories help to shed some light on what her life must
have been like before, during, and after the witchcraft hysteria. This article

will try to recomstruct her life and interpret the witchcraft delusion through
her eye.

Sarah”s family name, her place of birth, and her residence before her
marriage is unknown, We first hear of her upon her marriage to Robert Pease, a
weaver, about whom more information is available. He emigrated from Great
Braddow, County Essex, England on the ship Francis in 1634 accompanying his
father, Robert and his uncle, John. His age was listed as three on the ship”s
list but he probably was five or six. His fatber and uncle were granted land in
the Northfields area of Salem prior to 1637 and settled there.! His father died
in 1644 leaving his estate including a "howse and a barne and a frame and a 11
acres of ground"? to his wife and two sons. His uncle, John, left Salem about
1638 and was one of the first white men to settle Martha’s Vineyard, founding
Edgartown there.3 The presence of his uncle on the island may have been cne
reason why Robert took up residence there for a period in the late 1650s and/or
1660s. Robert had learned his trade as a weaver while apprenticed to Thomas
Root between 1645 and 1651, He practiced this trade on Martha”s Vineyard and
was a welcome addition to the settlement there as is shown by the citizens who
promised to supply him with one hundred pounds of fish each year as an incentive
to remain.

Robert and Sarah were married about 1658, It is not known where she came
from or where they were married but it is possible that he met and married her
on Martha’s Vineyard. According to one source Robert inherited three quarters
of an acre from his father”s estate at the time of his marriage’ and sometime
before 1664 he and Sarab moved back to Salem Town. Whether Robert and his bride
built a new house or moved into the one built by bhis father in the late 1630s is
unknown. It seems reasonable that as the eldest son he would have inherited his
father’s house and likely that he would have improved the existing structure
rather than tear it down and start anew. It is probable that Robert continued
his trade as a weaver during the early years of the marriage. It would not have
been possible to earn a living by farming three quarters of an acre of land but
there would have been sufficient area for Sarah to have a kitchen garden and it
is probable that she did. TIn April 1664, Robert was granted twenty acres from
the undisposed town lands.® It is possible that he farmed or raised sheep on
these acres and combined that with his weaving to support his growing family.
However, in 1692 he was still referred to as a weaver,

Robert and Sarah had nine children, at least two daughters, Bethia and
Deliverance, died before their tenth birthdays and two later daughters were
given the same names.” If all of the remaining seven lived to adulthood, it 1is
possible that five children between the ages of thirteen and twenty-nine might
have been living at home when Sarah was arrested for witcheraft. Elizabeth,
aged 29, married in 1703, It is not known if this wedding that took place when
she was forty-onme was her first marriage. The second daughters named Delive-
rance and Bethia would have been 18 and 16, respectively, and it is likely that
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they were unmarried at the time of their mother’s arrest. The two younger sons,
Isaac, aged 20, and Nathaniel, 13, almost certainly were at home. Issac was not
married until 1697 but had started paying the real estate taxes on the Pease
property in 1693,8 Several sources claim that Robert Pease was also accused of
witchcraft and was jailed with Sarah.?. If this were true Robert may have been
in jail at the time the taxes were required, and Isaac as the oldest son at home
paid them. Tt may also have been that his parents turned over the ownership of
the land to their son as a precaution against losing it if they were found
guilty of witchcraft.

The site of the house occupied by Robert and Sarah is now 62 Central
Street, Peabody. Tt was called Garp or Gape Lane in 1680 and then changed to
the King”s Highway in 1694,10 Although this area was a part of Salem Town in
1692 it is located about midway between the Salem Town center and the Salem
Village center. It was an important spur road that connected the main street of
Salem Town and the Ipswich Road, the commercial highway of the Village. The
house was torn down in 1739 and the only description of it exists in the record
of its sale in 1712, It was purchased "to improve as a schoolhouse for the
education of our children."ll fThe eleven men who made the purchase agreed to
adapt one of the rooms immediately to keep the house in good repair. This
indicates that there was more than one room. It is possible that it was similar
to the two neighboring houses that were sold by Robert”s brother John in 1682.
Both of these sturdily-built houses lasted well into the nineteenth century.
One of them was described in 1838 as an 01d salt-box and the other was large
encugh in the 1850s to be occupied by two families.

The design of a house and the size and arrangement of the rooms followed a
standard during that time. Some of the houses on this block of present day
Central Street could date from that year. Their new clapboards and modern
windows disguise but do not obliterate their steep-roofed profiles or the
convention of having the narrow end facing the street. The original house of
Jobn Ward built in Salem in 1684 consists of two large rooms on the ground floor
with their chambers above. The rooms measure about twelve feet by fifteen feet
and fifteen feet by fifteen feet. The double-sided fireplace forms part of the
wall separating the rooms with the larger cooking hearth extending into the
smaller of the two rooms, It is likely that the original Pease house was such a
hall and parlor structure and that later an addition was added giving it the
characteristic lines of a salt-box.

Robert”s father died in 1644 just ten years after his arrival in the new
world and it is unlikely that he had the opportunity to add on to his home.
Their mother, Marie, Robert, and his brother John were the beneficiaries of the
will left by their father. Robert as the oldest son was to inherit six pounds
and John, the second son, three pounds. Marie inherited the remainder of the
estate worth 34 pounds 12 shillings sixpence.13. There is no record of when
Marie died but it is likely that Robert as the first son would have inherited
the old homestead at her death, Perhaps it was this that brought him and his
wife Sarah back to Salem from Martha’s Vineyard.

No will is extant for Robert Pease when he died sometime after 1713 but if
he did inherit his father”s home it is likely that some of the items listed in
the father’s inventory would have been used by Robert and Sarah. Perhaps the
kitchen items, "on(e) ironm and iron kettle and a posenett and two pewter dishes
with other small things of pewter," remained in the house and were used. There
appeared to be very little furniture in the house in 1644: a flock bed and some
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